
Field Trips to Sunset Hill
Bring your students outdoors for a fun learning experience deep in nature! 
Porter County Parks and Recreation offers field trips based on Indiana’s DOE academic standards. Field trips 
are available August-October and April-May. Field trips are 2 hours long and include a hands-on visit with 
Sunset Hill’s farm animals, a wagon ride, and an educational nature hike with reinforcement activities. All field 
trips are $2 per student in Porter County and $4 per student out of county; chaperones are free. Lunch space 
is available upon request free of charge, and there is a natural play area available.

Please contact Lisa Hokky at 219-465-3641or via email at 
lisa.hokky@porterco.org with any questions or to schedule a program.

Environmental Sleuths
Kindergarten
On a 5 Senses Adventure Hike, students will 
explore a wide variety of plants and animals 
found at Sunset Hill Farm. Students will also use 
their senses when they meet the Sunset Hill farm 
animals and play games as a group.

Academic Standards: K.PS.1, 2; K.LS.1, 2, 3; K.SL.4.3

It’s Alive: Plants & Animals
1st Grade
On an explorative hike students will investigate 
different habitats. They will learn how plants and 
animals survive within them and how animals are 
designed to live in their specific environment. 
Students will also learn about different 
relationships found in nature such as predators 
and prey.

Academic Standards: 1.ESS.4; 1.LS.3, 4; Physical 

Systems 1.3.6; Environment & Society 1.3.9.

Water Wonders
2nd Grade
Students will learn about the life cycle of a frog and 
the many different animals that live in or near water 
with a visit to one of our ponds. Students will have 
the opportunity to hunt for tadpoles in our pond 
and become a water molecule traveling through the 
different stages of the water cycle.

Academic Standards: 2.ESS.3, 4; 2.LS.1, 2, 3

Vegetation Investigations
3rd Grade
On a hike through the prairie students will 
investigate different plants and learn how to identify 
their parts and measure their growth.

Academic Standards: 3.LS.1, 2, 3, 4; Geography 3.3.13

Rocks and Roots
4th Grade
Sunset Hill was many things before it became a 
park. Students will learn about the history and 
geology of the park from past to present while 
giving them opportunities to see some of the 
remnants from the past.

Academic Standards: 4.ESS.3, 4; 4.LS.1, 2, 3

Ecosystem Exploration
5th Grade
Through interactive games students will learn 
about ecosystems from the power of the sun 
to the necessary actions of decomposers. 
They will also learn what makes ecosystems 
important to their daily lives.

Academic Standards: 5.ESS.3; 5.LS.2, 3

Field Trip Tips
Weather: Please ensure that students are dressed for the weather.  We will teach in any weather except thunder and lightning. It is typically windy and cooler at the park!
Dress: Long pants, layers, and comfortable close toed shoes are recommended year round.
Lunch: Groups are encouraged to bring lunches and use our covered picnic pavilion. It comfortably seats 50 students, with additional seating outside the shelter. Garbage cans are 
provided. Please reserve the lunch space when scheduling your trip. Natural Playground: Groups are encouraged to stay as long as desired and use.




